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This is just a brief snapshot of some of the many resources published 
by Pont which will help to support the delivery of the Curriculum 
Cymreig.  More information can be found in our catalogue.  Just ring 
us on 01 559 363090 and we will be happy to pop one in the post. 
 
In the meantime, browse the ideas here to cover five key aspects of 
the Curriculum Cymreig: 
 

·  Cultural 
 
·  Economic 
 
·  Environmental 
 
·  Historical 
 
·  Linguistic.   

 

 
 

The Curriculum Cymreig is a 
way of thinking about the 

whole curriculum to promote 
and develop a sense of 

belonging. 



The Cultural Aspect  of the Curriculum Cymreig  
 

Wales is a land steeped in history and tradition.   
 
In each of Chris Stephens’s books:  
A Christmas Box, A Family Album, A Wartime 
Scrapbook and A Seaside Treat, you will find  a 
treasure trove of information about the customs 
and traditions of Wales today and in the past. 
 

Wales is also a land rich in story and song.  Traditional tales such as 
those in the Legends from Wales series will give pupils the 
confidence to become storytellers themselves.  Pont authors such as 
Mary Medlicott and Daniel Morden work as professional storytellers 
and visit many schools, both primary and secondary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
With a landscape unequalled 
for beauty and variety, Wales 
has inspired many artists and 
photographers.  Our library of 
artists started with Josef 
Herman in Wales, the Polish 
born painter. Kyffin Williams: 
Painting the Mountains 
followed in October 2005 and 
next artist in the series will be 
Mary Lloyd Jones. 

 
 
 



 
Although Wales is famous for its Christian saints  and 
religious leaders, modern Wales contains a diversity 
of faiths and cultures.  Mary Medlicott’s Elephant Luck 
is a sensitive exploration of communities as two 
young girls, Catrin and Sunita, become friends and 
learn from each other the implications of their 
relationships and faith. 
 
 

 
 
Inspired by the links with the long-established Yemeni community in 
Cardiff, The Enchanted Lake by Abdullah and Lena Al-ameen is a 
delightful tale about the power of love between a sister, and her 
brother mysteriously transformed into a gazelle.  The book is due for 
publication early in 2007. 
 

The theme of Hiding Hopcyn  is that of Saint 
Melangell’s tenderness for the natural world and, in 
particular, Hopcyn, a hare fleeing from Prince 
Brochwel and his hounds.  It is a tale of faith from the 
early days of the Christian church. (Melangell is the 
original Welsh version of this heart-warming story for 
younger readers.) 

 
 
All over Wales, Saint David’s Day is a focus for cultural celebration.  
With the publication of A Gift for St David’s Day in January 2007, that 
celebration will be all the richer.  This book is a treasury of poems, 
stories and plays to celebrate our national saint’s day.  It includes the 
winning entry from the national competition open to primary pupils in 
Wales. 
 

 
 
 
 



The Economic Aspect  of the Curriculum Cymreig  
 
Wales is a land of contrasts where farming has played a big part in 
shaping the landscape and its people.  Rob Lewis’s rhyming stories, 
Cold Jac and What’s Up Jac give a light-hearted perspective for 
younger readers 
 

          
 
 
  
    
  
 
 
 
 

joined in September 2006 by It’s Gone Jac, a mystery tale (or should 
it be ‘tail’) involving a wolf and a knitting machine! 
 
 

 
The impact of an industry (and its closure) 
upon a community is told movingly in 
Bessemer, a picture book for older 
children. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Environmental Aspect of the Curriculum Cymreig  
 
Pont publications such as the story-based resources by Olive Dyer 
and Val Scurlock enhance pupils’ early geographical understanding…  

 
  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
whilst Suzanne Carpenter’s Barti and Bel 
Whizz Around Wales gives a whistle-stop tour 
of the built and natural environment.  
Presented in the form of a photographic 
rhyming quiz, teachers might find themselves 
challenged to identify all the places listed in the 
text. (There are answers at the back!) 
  
 
 

 
 

Caring for the environment is so 
crucial and stories such as 
Woolly Wendy and Granny 
Sarah and the Last Red Kite 
show our younger readers the 
importance of understanding 
sustainability at an early age.  
 
 

 
 



The Historical Aspect of the Curriculum Cymreig 
 

Sometimes we in Wales are 
accused of looking too much 
to the past, but it  is 
impossible to ignore a  history 
so full of struggle and 
determination. Pont stories 
such as Tir na n-Og prize-
winnerTIrion’s Secret Journal, 
and Anne Ahmad’s Iron Town 
Boy  help fluent  readers to 
develop a sense  of empathy 
for children at other times and 

              places 
 

       
 
 
… whilst more recent historical events are brought to life in both 
fiction and non-fiction. 
 
  
 
 
 
      



 The Linguistic Aspect  of the Curriculum Cymreig  
 

Using the Welsh language is 
a very important part of Welsh 
identity, and English fiction 
has a role to play in 
developing an awareness of 
Welsh as a living language.  
Bilingualism appears naturally 

in the Sglod series by Ruth Morgan, featuring Sglod, whose over-
fondness for chips is tackled by his friend and supporter, Blod. 
Incidental Welsh can appear in literature as well as life. With our 
publication requirement that all Pont material must have a strong 
Welsh background or connection, readers do not have far to look.  
 
 

 
 Many Pont characters are first language 
Welsh speakers, such as Hedd in The 
Midwinters. Language itself becomes the 
subject of a family discussion in Elephant 
Luck and, sadly, the pretext for bullying in A 
Guardian What?  
 
 

  
 
The sheer diversity of Pont’s publications corresponds to the diversity 
of Welsh society.  There can be no single view of what it 
is to be Welsh. Young readers are entitled to have their experiences 
and identity reflected in the literature they read.  We at Pont make 
every effort to show images of Wales which are different from the 
stereotype, as well as sometimes, ever so gently, laughing at the 
stereotypes themselves.   
 
 

Pont Books  – your first choice for the Curriculum Cymreig. 
 


